GSSA Membership Information

The Election and Rules committee has provided the following information to better serve and inform the GSSA sangat and its members of the membership, voting and general body meeting concerns.
Who is eligible to vote: GSSA Charter and By-Laws 3.30, page 9:  “Only those members can participate in any voting who have been members in good standing in the year immediately preceding the current year”. 

One has to be a valid member previous and current year to vote in any election. 
Proof of immigration status: Valid US Passport or Green Card.

Proof of residency: Valid New Jersey Driver License with photo or photo ID issued by New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission. If some one does not have a driver license from any state then only person can provide 2 utilities bills (not older than 90 days) with a green card or US Passport.
General Body Meeting 

1. Who can attend: Any sangat member can attend the General Body Meeting, but only a member with a valid GSSA membership has the right to actively participate in the meeting. Non members are welcome as OBSERVERS ONLY.
2. Associate Members: Associate members can actively participate in the meeting, for example: can ask questions or raise issues, but they do not have the right to vote.

3. Who can vote: Only valid members, with a membership for two consecutive years will be allowed to vote.
4. ID Check: Attendees are required to sign in and show their ID to confirm their membership.
5. Voting Ballot Card: All valid members will be handed a voting card before entering into the Darbar Hall. In the event a vote is required, members must return these voting cards to E & R Committee member who will in turn issue a ballot form needed for voting. Only members with a voting card will receive a ballot to vote.
6. Quorum: At the start of the General Body meeting the E & R Committee will confirm the Quorum requirements are met. For a general body meeting one third of the total members must be present, failing which the meeting will be cancelled. Associate members will not be counted in the Quorum requirements.  
7. Non members: Once the Quorum requirements are met, non members will be allowed to enter into the Darbar hall. They will be sited separately from the members. They may not ask any questions, present their views or raise issues. They may only be present as observers.

8. Who will conduct the meeting: The President will conduct the meeting and follow the agenda. The President reserves the right to adjoin the meeting on his/her observation of unruly and disruptive behavior.
Membership Related Question and Answers

1. Who can become a member of GSSA?

Any sangat member who attends the Bridgewater Gurudwara Sahib and pledges to abide by the GSSA Charter and By-laws is eligible to become a member. There are two types of memberships:

A. Regular membership:  A person with US citizenship or green card holder and lives in New Jersey

B. Associate membership: A non-resident of New Jersey who is a legal immigrant or a citizen. A resident or non-resident of New Jersey holding any kind of visa. Associate members do not have a right to vote and to run for any office. 
2. What are the membership fees?

Membership fees are as follows:

Annual membership: individual $51 and couple $101

Life membership:  individual $500 and couple $800
3. Can I send some one else to apply for my membership?
No. You need to apply in person with proof of your immigration status (US passport or green card) and proof of New Jersey residency (valid NJ driver license or valid photo ID issued by NJ Motor Vehicle Commission).

4. If I become a member this year how long will this membership be valid for?

Annual membership fee is good till December 31st of current year.  Starting January 1st you need to renew your membership, failing which you will not be able to actively participate in the general body meeting or vote.

5. Who can vote in an election?

Any sangat member who is a valid member this year as well as year immediately preceding the current year. In other words, a person must be a member for two consecutive years to qualify to vote in any election.

6. I became an annual member last year, if I renew my membership in August am I still be a member for this year?

If you renew your membership in August then any time before that you will not be a valid member of the GSSA. If any time before your renewal there is a general body meeting you will not be allowed to actively participate in the meeting and neither will you be allowed to vote in any election.  
7. I live in New Jersey but I have an out of state driver license. Would that make any difference in my membership?

Yes, it will make a big difference. It can determine whether you will be a regular member or an associate member. To vote you must be a resident of New Jersey and the address on your license should be the same as in our membership list. If you have an out-of-state license, you qualify for an associate membership. 

8.  In 2010 I became a life member by paying $200. Would I still be a life member?

All sangat members who became life members in 2010 and paid the lower fee of $200 must pay an additional $300 to comply with the new membership fee structure. Until this payment is made your membership is not valid and you will loose the right to actively participate in a general body meeting and to vote in any election. In order to become a voting member, you must pay the additional fee and make your membership current before September 25, 2011. If you do not pay additional fee by November 27, 2011 then you will not be able to update your membership. In this case, you will loose your fee paid in 2010.
9. I do not have a New Jersey driver license because I do not drive. How would you verify my current address or residency?

To become a regular member you are required to show your unexpired New Jersey driver’s license or New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission issued Photo ID or at least two utilities bills with green card or US passport. If you cannot show any of these documents to verify your residency, you will not get a regular membership. In this case, you can get an associate membership.

10. I had paid my life membership fee before but my name is not on the list.

 We do not currently have any records prior to 2009. Please provide proof of your life membership payment, e.g. cancelled check or a receipt. This will help us to verify your membership.
11. Every one knows me by my nickname. Can I use that for my membership?

You can only use your official name as shown on your driver’s license.  
12. If I move from my current address, how would you change my address in your list?

You need to inform us that your address has changed. You must bring your New Jersey driver’s license with a change of address on the license or bring you old and new NJ driver licenses so that we can verify your old and new address information. 

13. If at the time of election I am not in New Jersey, can I send someone else to vote?  
The members themselves need to vote. Nobody can vote on behalf of another person.       
14. What is the difference between regular member and associate member?

Regular member has two more rights than associate member: the right to vote and to run for an office during an election. 

15. I am a life member but I do not come to GSSA any more. What can I do with my life membership?

If GSSA is not your primary gurudwara you can become an Associate Life Member. In future if you make GSSA your primary gurudwara then you can change your Associate Life Membership to Regular Life Membership without any extra cost to you. As an Associate Member you will loose your right to vote and also to run for any office in the GSSA election.

16. How will GSSA benefit if someone becomes an associate life member?

Some life members do not come to this gurudwara and have not voted in any election in recent years. So, not only is their vote being wasted but it makes it difficult to fulfill the quorum requirements at general body meetings or at election time.

17. I voted in 2010 court held special election but did not pay any membership fees. Can I pay only life membership fee this year and save last year’s fee?

Yes, you can. 
18. I was elected in the 33 members committee. When shall I renew my membership?

Annual membership expires on December 31. From Jan 1st, you are not a valid member and have lost all your member’s rights. We suggest you must renew your membership within 30 days from the date you took oath. Otherwise, you may not be able to attend your committee meetings and allow voting on any matter.
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